Posted: July 24, 2010, received from many, many Purple Heart Members and Supporters.

STOLEN VALOR

DENVER - A law that makes it illegal to lie about being a war hero is unconstitutional because
it violates free speech, a federal judge ruled Friday as he dismissed a case against a Colorado
man who claimed he received two military medals.

Rick Glen Strandlof claimed he was an ex-Marine who was wounded in Iraq and received the
Purple Heart and Silver Star, but the military had no record he ever served. He was charged
with violating the Stolen Valor Act, which makes it a crime punishable by up to a year in jail to
falsely claim to have won a military medal.

U.S. District Judge Robert Blackburn dismissed the case and said the law is unconstitutional,
ruling the government did not show it has a compelling reason to restrict that type of statement.

The law has also been challenged in California and in a case now before the 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals.

“Special Thanks”, to all that care enough to take the time to send me this one.

Webmaster Scott



